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embraces every branch of physical and psychical phenomena. Hence it is that the man of science, the physiologist, and even the psychologist, may speak as though nothing whatever exisCed but matter. Hence it is that mind, as apart from matter, has been banished from any share in causality or scientific explanations. Hence it is that, on the assumption of matter alone without mind, the psychologist can analyze the motives and prophesy the actions of humanity.
Such being our conclusions with regard to materialism, what is to be said of the numerous systems of philosophy and theology that have from time to time been built up ? In general they attempt to explain difficulties and furnish solutions by imagining the existence of fictitious entities. In the case of religions, this statement needs no illustration. The various systems of theology proceed on the assumption that there exist a god or gods wholly immaterial in character. A ready-made explanation is thus at hand for any difficulties which occur as to relation of mind and body or any other of the problems of philosophy. It is needless to reopen the great conflict of the nineteenth century between science and religion. Little interest is now taken in the question. The vast majority of thinkers have abandoned any attempt at theological explanations. Theology has been weighed in the balance and found wanting.
But still a belief in spiritual existences of various kinds remains tolerably widespread, though much less firmly established than of old. Such a belief, for instance, is that in souls, which even now finds scientific defenders such as Dr. William McDougall. In the Middle Ages souls were regarded as scarcely less material than the bodies to which they were attached. In drawings of the twelfth century, for instance, the soul is depicted as more or less human in form. It had weight and could be balanced in scales. It was, and indeed remained till much later, liable to pain from the same physical causes, such as fire, that produce pain in material organisms. Just the same beliefs are found among